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colleague, at once conferred the seals and the leadership
of the Commons on Sir Thomas Robinson.
Robinson was a dull man, of moderate abilities and
no parliamentary experience. He had spent most of
Sir Thomas ^s ^e as a diplomatist at German Courts,
Robinson, and was utterly unfit for the office with which
he was entrusted. ' The Duke might as well send his
jackboot to lead us,' Pitt exclaimed to Fox in contemp-
tuous indignation. When Parliament met, the rivals,
united by a common feeling of resentment, joined in
attacking the unhappy secretary, and covered him with
ridicule night after night. On one occasion Pitt, aiming
Contumeii- at Newcastle himself, bid the House beware lest
o£? of Pitt" ^ sllould 'degenerate into a little assembly,
and Fox. serving no other purpose than to register the
arbitrary edicts of one too powerful subject? He and Fox
both held office under Newcastle, but the timidity of the
minister prevented their receiving the dismissal they so
richly deserved.
In January 1755, Newcastle again opened negotia-
tions with Fox. The terms offered were less favourable
than those which he had already rejected. Fox was to
have a seat in the cabinet, and to give a general support
to Newcastle's measures, but he was not to be Secretary
of State or leader of the Commons. Yet, to the surprise
of his friends, and to the indignation of Pitt, who con-
Fox joins sidered himself deserted, Fox accepted the
Newcastle, offer. In the following November he was
made Secretary of State. At the same time Pitt was
Dismissal of dismissed from his paymastership in conse-
Pitt.	quence of a violent attack upon the Govern-
ment. Of his speech only a fragment is preserved, in
which he thus alluded to the coalition of Fox and New-
castle : .' I remember at Lyons to have been carried to
see the conflux of the Rhone and Saone; this a gentle,

